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Database Specific Questions (Subject Librarians please use)
	D1. SEARCH FEATURES

	· What search types are available? (Keyword, Browse)


	· Natural language queries possible?


	( Yes
( No


	
	· If natural language queries allowed, generally successful or many false hits? 


	· Are different levels of searching offered? Please list.
(Basic, Advanced, "Custom", Command Line)


	( Yes
( No


	· Full Boolean (including nested) available? (bound phrase—implied adjacency)

	( Yes
( No


	· Proximity indicators available (full text)?


	( Yes
( No


	· Is it possible to: 

	
	· Truncate? 

· Use a wildcard feature? 
· Change between databases? 

· Limit by/to:


___ Date? 


How easy is it to set date limits?


(1 = easy, 5 = difficult)


___ Format? 


___ Document type?


___ Language? (if multiple languages indexed)

___ Full text? 

___ Page image?

___ Publication?

___ Refereed journals? (if peer-reviewed available, is this explained?)
Notes:

· Search: 


___ For a phrase?


___ Keyword? 


___ Multiple fields simultaneously? 


___ Multiple databases simultaneously?



___ Text of articles? 

___ By Field (au, jn, su, ti, etc.)?

___ By Publication?
Notes:


	( Yes
( No
( Yes
( No
( Yes
( No


	· What methods are offered for refining a search? 


	

	· Is subject authority (thesaurus and controlled vocab) viewable?

· Is it available in print format?

	( Yes
( No

( Yes
( No

	D.2
RECORD DISPLAY
	

	· Are subject headings assigned to an article viewable? 

___ Subject headings hot linked? 

___ Author hot links? 


___ Other links available: (JN, Issue, Web Sites, etc.)
Notes:


	( Yes
( No



	· Can you Save, mark, create or store:


___ Articles for later printing, e-mailing, etc.? 

___ A bibliography of titles be created as you work? 


___ Links or data while you continue searching?


___ Searches and re-initiate at different sessions (My Account/Folder)? 

	

	· In what order are results listed? 
___ Chronologically? 
___ By relevance? 
___ Customizable?
Notes:


	· Can displayed results be sorted? 
· Can saved / marked results be sorted?
Notes:


	( Yes
( No

( Yes
( No

	· Does vendor offer any explanation of how relevancy is determined? 


	( Yes
( No

	· Can you move easily from detailed record to next record?


	( Yes
( No

	D3.  USER INTERFACE 

	· Good navigational clues? (make sense)
· Interface is:

· Clear? (mark scale)
· Uncluttered? (mark scale)
· Visually appealing? (mark scale)
· Easy to follow? (mark scale)
Notes:


	( Yes
( No

	· How much user training will be required for effective use of database? 


(mark scale, 1= minimal, 5 = intensive)

	

	· Is a description of the database available? (Where?: online, in database, etc.)


	· Is a Help table of contents also available? 


	( Yes
( No

	
	· Easy to locate?

	

	
	· Instructions clear and easy to follow? 

(1 = easy, 5 = difficult)



	
	· Good examples used on search screens and Help screens? 


(1 = easy, 5 = difficult)



	
	· Does Help open in a separate browser window? 

	( Yes
( No

	· Are other information / instruction areas useful? 


	( Yes
( No
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