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Introduction

Prior to 1550, the Creek people occupied most of what are now the states of Georgia and
Alabama. They were divided into two distinct groups: the Upper Creek (living primarily
on the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers) and Lower Creek (living primarily on the middle or
lower Chattahoochee River). Incursions by white settlers and the Cherokee gradually
pushed the Creek southward, and relations between the three groups were consistently
strained. These tensions escalated into the first Creek War in 1813 when the Red Sticks
Creek avenged a settler attack on one of their villages by attacking Fort Mims and killing
its occupants. Andrew Jackson, later president of the United States, led the military
campaign against the Red Sticks. He defeated them in 1814 and forced them to cede
approximately 1/3 of their land to the U.S. government as part of the peace settlement.

Georgia Governor George Troup began the removal of the Creek in 1825 when he
convinced Creek Chief William Mclntosh to cede all Lower Creek land to Georgia and
then began forcing the Creek to leave. Although President John Quincy Adams
negotiated a treaty with the Creek that would have allowed them to stay, Troup refused to
honor it. When Adams threatened a federal intervention, Troup countered by calling up
Georgia’s militia. Adams retreated, and Troup continued his deportations. Most of the
displaced Creek relocated either to Alabama or to the Creek Nation in Indian Territory.
In 1832, tribal government in Alabama was abolished and Creek land was divided into
allotments. Land speculators and squatters quickly began defrauding individual Creek
out of their holdings, leading to the Creek War of 1836. Secretary of War Lewis Cass
dispatched General Winfield Scott to resolve the conflict by removing the remaining
Creek to Indian Territory. Today, most Creek live in Oklahoma, although there are a few
small settlements remaining in Alabama and Florida.

This bibliography provides an overview of the Special Collections Library’s holdings
relating to the Creek people. These items include materials documenting Creek claims
against the U.S. Government, life and politics in the Southeastern Creek Nation, the
Creek Wars of 1813-1814 and 1836, general history of the Creek people, land tenure,
land transfer, and reservations, the relationship between the Creek and the U.S.
Government, and finally Creek removal from the Southeast to Indian Territory (modern
Oklahoma). Listed materials have been organized by subject and placed in ascending
chronological order within each category. Researchers may consult these materials in the
Library’s reading room on the second floor of the James D. Hoskins Library (1400
Cumberland Avenue) during our normal working hours of Monday to Friday, 9.00am to
5.30pm. Researchers should note that the Library also participates in the Southeastern
Native American Documents project (available online), which provides access to six
libraries’ holdings regarding Native American groups in the Southeast. More information
can be found in the UT Libraries’ general catalog (http//www.lib.utk.edu/catalog) and on
the Special Collections Library’s website (http://www.lib.utk.edu/spcoll).
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Claims against the U.S. Government

United States. Dept. of the Treasury. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury transmitting the
information required by a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 3d instant, relative
to the execution of an act for the relief of Samuel Menac [i.e. Manac], passed 27th of April,
1816: also, of an act for the relief of certain Creek Indians, passed 3d March, 1817, &c. &c.
Washington : Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1828.

Rare books: E99.C9 U56 1828

Creek Nation. Memorial of the Creek Nation of Indians ... [Washington, 1832]
Rare books: E99.C9 C74 1832

---. Unsettled business of Creek Nation: memorial of B. Marshall, Tuckahatchee, G.W. Stedham,
and Geo. Scott, delegates of the Creek Nation, praying Congress to pass an act for the
adjustment of their unsettled business. [Washington, D.C.]: Tippin & Streeper, Printers, 1848.
Rare books: E99.C9 C76 1848

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Indian Affairs. Creek Nation of Indians: August
8, 1848 : Mr. Barringer, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, made the following report ...
[Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1848.

E99.C9 U525 1848

United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs. Report of the Secretary of the Interior, in relation to a
liquidated balance due the Creek Indians for losses during the last war with Great Britain.
[Washington : s.n.], 1852.

Rare books: E99.C9 U55 1852

Creek Nation

Se-Loc-Ta, a Creek Chief. Philadelphia: F.W. Greenough, 1836.
Print: Creek Se

Me-na-wa. A Creek Warrior. Philadelphia: E.C. Biddle, 1837.
Print: Creek Me

Opothle Yoholo. A Creek Chief. Philadelphia: E.C. Biddle, 1837.
Print: Creek Op

Paddy Carr. Creek Interpreter. Philadelphia: F.W. Greenough, 1838.
Print: Creek Pa

Yoholo-Micco. A Creek Chief. Philadelphia, 1838.
Print: Creek Yo
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Gatschet, Albert S. A migration legend of the Creek Indians, with a linguistic, historic and
ethnographic introduction, by Albert S. Gatschet. Philadelphia, D.G. Brinton; [etc., etc.] 1884-
88.

Rare books: E99.C9 G26

Pope, John. A tour through the southern and western territories of the United States of North-
America; the Spanish dominions on the river Mississippi, and the Floridas; the countries of the
Creek nations; and many uninhabited parts. By John Pope. Richmond, Printed by J. Dixon, for
the author, 1792. [New York] C.L. Woodward, 1888.

Rare books: F213 .P82

Orrmont, Arthur. Diplomat in warpaint; Chief Alexander McGillivray of the Creeks. London,
New York [etc.]: Abelard-Schuman, 1968.
Rare books: E99.C9 O7

Creek War, 1813-1814

Cocke, John. John Cocke Letter, 1813 September 6. [Deals with an impending Creek attack and
proper treatment of the Creek people.]
UTK-MS-0731

Cowan, John. Captain Cowan’s petition. [Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1818.
Rare books: E83.813 .C68 1818

Eaton, John Henry. The life of Andrew Jackson, major-general in the service of the United
States: comprising a history of the war in the South, from the commencement of the Creek
campaign, to the termination of hostilities before New Orleans. Commenced by John Reid, brevet
major, United States army. Completed by John Henry Eaton. Phildadelphia: Published by M.
Carey and son. For the benefit of the children of John Reid. Lydia R. Bailey, printer, 1817.

Rare books: E382 .E11

Hillard, Isaac. A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the land. This title page is taken
from the Prophet Jeremiah, 5th chapter and two last verses ... By Isaac Hillyard To which is
added The chronicles of Andrew. Hamilton, Ohio: Reprinted at the VVolunteer Office by John L.
Murray, 1822.

Rare books: E364.9 .H64 1822

Eaton, John Henry. Memoirs of Andrew Jackson, late major-general and commander in chief of
the Southern division of the army of the United States. Comp. by a citizen of Massachusetts.
Boston, C. Ewer, 1828.

Rare books: E382 .E13

Crockett, Davy. The life and adventures of Colonel David Crockett of West Tennessee.
Cincinnati: Published for the proprietor, 1833.
Rare books: F436 .C92 1833
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---. The life and adventures of Colonel David Crockett of West Tennessee. Cincinnati: Published
for the proprietor, 1833 E. Deming, Printer.
Rare books: F436.C92 1833b

---. A narrative of the life of David Crockett ... Written by himself. Philadelphia: E. L. Carey and
A. Hart; Baltimore, Carey, Hart & co., 1834.
Rare books: F436 .C93 1834

Eaton, John Henry. Memoirs of Andrew Jackson: late major general and commander in chief of
the Southern division of the army of the United States. Philadelphia: [s.n.], 1834.
Rare books: E382 .E12 1834

Pickett, Albert James. History of Alabama, and incidentally of Georgia and Mississippi, from
the earliest period. Charleston [S.C.] Walker and James, 1851.
Rare books: F326 .P57

Meek, A. B. The Red Eagle. A poem of the South. New York, D. A. Appleton & company,
1855.
Rare books: PS2378.M3 R4 1855

Claiborne, J. F. H. Life and times of Gen. Sam Dale, the Mississippi partisan. Ill. John
M’Lenan. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1860.
Rare books: F396 .D13

Eaton, John Henry. The complete memoirs of Andrew Jackson: seventh president of the United
States: containing a full account of his military life and achievements, with his career as
president. Philadelphia: Claxton, Remson & Haffelfinger, 1878.

Rare books: E382 .E132

Halbert, Henry S. The Creek War of 1813 and 1814. Chicago, Ill.: Donohue & Henneberry;
Montgomery, Ala., White, Woodruff, & Fowler, 1895.
Rare books: E83.813 .H15

Crockett, Davy. Davy Crockett’s own story as written by himself; the autobiography of
America’s great folk hero. Ill. Milton Glaser. New York, Citadel Press [1955]
Rare books: F436 .C9

Holland, James Wendell. Andrew Jackson and the Creek War; victory at the Horseshoe.
University, Ala., University of Alabama Press [c1968]
Rare books: E83.813 .H6

George, Noah J. A memorandum of the Creek Indian War. Ed. William Stanley Hoole.
University, Ala.: Confederate Publishing Company, 1986.
Rare books: E83.813 .G46 1986
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Creek War, 1836

United States. President (1829-1837: Jackson). Hostilities with Creek Indians: message from the
President of the United States transmitting the information required by a resolution of the House
of Representatives, of the Ist of July last, in relation to the hostilities then existing with the Creek
Indians, &c. &c. Washington City: Blair & Rives, Printers, 1837.

Rare books: E83.836 .U56 1837

Bell, John. Speech of Mr. Bell of Tennessee on the bill making appropriations for the
suppression and prevention of Indian hostilities. Delivered in the House of Representatives, May
31, 1838. Washington, Gales and Seaton, 1838

Rare books: E93 .B4 1838

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Military Affairs. Georgia militia claims--
services against the Indians in 1836 : [to accompany Senate bill no. 17] : May 16, 1842 : Mr.
Coggin, [i.e. Goggin] from the Committee on Military Affairs, made the following REPORT...
[Washington : s.n., 1842]

Rare books: E81 .U55 1842

General History
Cherokee People. Receipt of Bounty for the Return of Stolen Horses, 1797-1798. [Deals with
horses stolen from the Creek People.]
UTK-MS-2390

Stiggins, George. Creek Indian history: a historical narrative of the genealogy, traditions and
downfall of the Ispocoga or Creek Indian tribe of the Indians. Birmingham, Ala.: Birmingham
Public Library Press, ¢1989.
Rare books: E99.C9 S8 1989

Braund, Kathryn E. Holland. Deerskins & duffels: the Creek Indian trade with Anglo-America,
1685-1815. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1996, c1993.
Rare books: E99.C9 B73 1996

Hall, Joseph M. Making an Indian people: Creek formation in the colonial Southeast, 1590-
1735. ¢2001.
Rare books: E99 .C9 H35 2001a

Land Tenure, Land Transfers, and Reservations

United States. War Dept. Cherokee and Creek boundary: letter from the Secretary of War
transmitting such information as his office affords, of any compacts or agreements between the
Creek and Cherokee tribes of Indians, on the subject of their boundary line, &c. &c.
[Washington City: Gales & Seaton], 1829.
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Rare books: E99.C5 C37 1829

United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Creek Indian reservations: letter from the acting
Secretary of War, transmitting, in pursuance of a resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 13th of March last, a report from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, relative to the Creek
Indian reservations under the treaty of 1832. [Washington, D.C.?: s.n.], 1848.

Rare books: E99.C9 U554 1848

Relationship with the United States Government and Removal

United States. President (1809-1817: Madison). Message from the President of the United
States, transmitting a report of the Secretary of War: relative to murders committed by the
Indians in the state of Tennessee. Washington City: Printed by Roger C. Weightman, 1813.
Rare books: E85 .U54 1813

United States. War Dept. Message from the President of the United States, transmitting copies
of the correspondence between the Governor of Georgia and Maj. Gen. Jackson, on the subject
of the arrest of Captain Obed Wright. Washington, E. de Krafft, 1818.

Rare books: E99.C9 U5572 1818

United States. President (1817-1825: Monroe). Message from the President of the United States
transmitting information, required by a resolution of the House of Representatives, of December
24,1818, of certain correspondence between the Department of War, and the Governor of
Georgia; and of the said Department, with General Andrew Jackson. Washington City: Printed
by E. De Krafft, 1819.

Rare books: E99.C9 U557 1819

Examination of the controversy between Georgia and the Creeks. First published in the New-
York Review, August, 1825. [New York? 18257?]
Rare books: E99.C9 E93 1825

United States. Congress. House. Select committee on the Georgia question relative to the Creek
Indian lands. Report of the select committee of the House of representatives, to which were
referred the messages of the President, U.S., of the 5th and 8th February, and 2d March, 1827,
with accompanying documents: and a report and resolutions of the legislature of Georgia.
Washington, Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1827.

Rare books: E99.C9 U527

Creek Indian broke, &c.: letter from the Secretary of War, transmitting the information ... in
relation to the breaking an individual, and depriving him of his authority among the Creeks;
also, in relation to the appointment of an Indian chief in the territory of Michigan during the
year 1827. Washington [D.C. : s.n.], 1828 ([Washington, D.C.] : Gales & Seaton).

Rare books: E99.C9 C74 1828
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United States. Dept. of the Treasury. Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury transmitting the
information required by a resolution of the House of Representatives, of the 3d instant, relative
to the execution of an act for the relief of Samuel Menac [i.e. Manac], passed 27th of April, 1816
: also, of an act for the relief of certain Creek Indians, passed 3d March, 1817, &c. &c.
Washington: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1828.

Rare books: E99.C9 U56 1828

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Indian Affairs. Citizens of Georgia - claims on
Creek Indians; February 5, 1828. Read, and committed to a Committee of the Whole House to-
morrow. [Washington, D.C.] 1828.

Rare books: E99.C9 U524 1828

United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Emigrating Indians: letter from the Secretary of War,
transmitting information of the inadequacy of the fund for defraying the expenses attending the
emigration of the Creek Indians. Washington: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1828.

Rare books: E99.C9 U556 1828

United States. War Dept. Charges against the Creek agent since January 1, 1826: message from
the President of the United States, transmitting the information required by a resolution of the
House of Representatives, of the 9th inst. in relation to charges preferred against the agent of the
United States for the Creek tribe of Indians, since January 1, 1826. Washington: Printed by
Gales & Seaton, 1828.

Rare books: E99.C9 U558 1828

---. Instructions to commissioners, treaty Indian Springs : message from the President of the
United States, transmitting copies of the instructions to the commissioners who made the treaty
at the Indian Springs in 1821, &c. Washington, D.C.: [Gales & Seaton], 1829.

Rare books: E99.C9 U559 1829

Georgia. General Assembly. Report and remonstrance of the Legislature of Georgia: in relation
to the Indian tribes within that state, and acts of certain states extending jurisdiction over the
Indian tribes within their limits, &c. [Washington, D.C: s.n.], 1830.

Rare books: E78.G3 G36 1830

Storrs, Henry Randolph. Speech of Mr. Storrs, of New-York, in committee of the whole House,
on the bill for the removal of the Indians west of the Mississippi. Utica [N.Y.]: Printed and
published by Northway & Porter, 1830.

Rare books: E93 .S86 1830

United States. War Dept. Indian depredations in Georgia: letter from the Secretary of war,
transmitting the correspondance between that department and the Executive of Georgia, relative
to depredations committed by the Creek Indians on the frontier inhabitants of that state.
[Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1830.

Rare books: E99.C9 U584 1830
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Creek Nation. Creek Indians: memorial of the head men and warriors of the Creek Nation of
Indians. February 6, 1832, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. [Washington, D.C.]
1832.

Rare books: E99.C9 C85

United States. President (1829-1837: Jackson). Hostilities with Creek Indians : message from
the President of the United States transmitting the information required by a resolution of the
House of Representatives, of the Ist of July last, in relation to the hostilities then existing with the
Creek Indians, &c. &c. Washington City: Blair & Rives, Printers, 1837.

Rare books: E83.836 .U56 1837

Gatschet, Albert S. A migration legend of the Creek Indians, with a linguistic, historic and
ethnographic introduction, by Albert S. Gatschet. Philadelphia, D.G. Brinton; [etc., etc.] 1884-
88.

Rare books: E99.C9 G26

United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on Indian Affairs. Report to accompany bill S. no.
329: the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the memorial of Benjamin
Marshall, Tuckabatcha Micco, G.W. Slidham, and George Scott, delegates of the Creek nation of
Indians. [Washington?: s.n.], 1848.

Rare books: E99.C9 U528 1848

---. Creek Nation of Indians: August 8, 1848 : Mr. Barringer, from the Committee on Indian
Affairs, made the following report ... [Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1848.
Rare books: E99.C9 U525 1848

United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Creek and Seminole Indians: message from the
President of the United States transmitting a report as to the cause of the difficulties between the
Creek and Seminole Indians. [Washington, D.C.: s.n.], 1856.

Rare books: E99.C9 U553 1856

United States. Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. Laws, decisions, and regulations
affecting the work of the commissioner to the five civilized tribes, 1893-1906, together with maps
showing classification of lands in the Chickasaw, Choctaw, Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole
nations, and recording districts, railroads, and principal towns of the Indian Territory. Comp. by
the commissioner to the five civilized tribes. Washington: Govt. print. off., 1906.

Rare books: E78.15 U47

Hawkins, Benjamin. Letters of Benjamin Hawkins, 1796-1806. Savannah, Ga.: Georgia
Historical Society, 1916.
Rare books: F290 .H38 1916

Heidler, David Stephen. Old Hickory’s war: Andrew Jackson and the quest for empire.
Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, c1996.
Rare books: E83.817 .H47 1996
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