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Introduction

The Seminole Nation was formed in the early 18" century from the remnants of the
indigenous peoples of Florida (most of whom had died from diseases introduced by
European explorers and settlers) and members of the Lower Creek Nation who had
moved southward to escape the dominance of the Upper Creek. The Seminole had an
uneasy relationship with the United States: the Seminole frequently conducted military
raids in Georgia (supposedly at the behest of the Spanish), and the U.S. Army conducted
operations in Florida to recapture runaway slaves (called maroons or Black Seminole)
who had escaped to Florida in order to take advantage of Spanish anti-slavery laws. The
First Seminole War (1817-1818) began as one of these incursions. Led by Andrew
Jackson, the U.S. Army managed to scatter the maroon communities, confine the
Seminole to the interior of Florida, and secure U.S. control of East Florida, which was
still nominally Spanish.

Shortly after the U.S. gained formal control of Florida in 1821, American settlers began
agitating for the removal of the Seminole. Some of the tribes signed the Treaty of
Payne’s Landing (which ceded Seminole lands east of the Mississippi in return for land in
Indian Territory) in 1832 and moved westward. Others retreated into the Everglades,
where they remained until the U.S. Army came to remove them when they had not left by
the 1835 deadline specified in the treaty. The resultant Second Seminole War (1835-
1842) proved costly to both sides. Although the Army succeeded in removing some of
the Seminole during these years, they finally gave up in 1842 and left the remaining
Seminole in relative peace. The Seminole tribe in Florida gained sovereignty over their
lands in 1957, and approximately 3,000 Seminole live in Florida today. An additional
6,000 live in the Seminole Nation in Oklahoma.

This bibliography provides an overview of the Special Collections Library’s holdings
relating to the Seminole people. These items include materials documenting the general
history of the Seminole, the relationship between the Seminole and the U.S. Government,
Seminole government in the Southeast and in the Seminole Nation, the Seminole
language, and the Seminole Wars of 1817-1818 and 1835-1842. Researchers may
consult these materials in the Library’s reading room on the second floor of the James D.
Hoskins Library (1400 Cumberland Avenue) during our normal working hours of
Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.30pm. Researchers should note that the Library also
participates in the Southeastern Native American Documents project (available online),
which provides access to six libraries’ holdings regarding Native American groups in the
Southeast. More information can be found in the UT Libraries’ general catalog
(http//www.lib.utk.edu/catalog) and on the Special Collections Library’s website
(http://www.lib.utk.edu/spcoll).
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General History

Welch, Andrew. A narrative of the early days and remembrances of Oceola
Nikkanochee, prince of Econchatti, a young Seminole Indian: son of Econchatti-Mico,
king of the Red hills, in Florida; with a brief history of his nation, and his renowned
uncle, Oceola, and his parents: and amusing tales, illustrative of Indian life in Florida.
London, Hatchard and son, 1841.

Rare books: E99.528 087

Relationship with the U.S. Government and Removal

United States. President (1829-1837: Jackson). Causes of hostilities of Seminole Indians
/ message from the President of the United States transmitting a report of the Secretary of
War upon the subject of the causes of the hostilities of the Seminoles, &c.&c.
Washington: Blair & Rives, Printers, 1836.

Rare books: E99.528 U56 1836

United States. War Dept. Seminole hostilities. Message from the President of the United
States, transmitting a supplemental report respecting the causes of the Seminole
hostilities, and the measures taken to suppress them. [Washington] Blair & Rives,
printers [18367]

Rare books: E83.835 .U582 1836

United States. War Dept. Letter from the Secretary of War in reply to a resolution of the
House of Representatives of the 21st ultimo, as to whether any Seminole Indians, coming
in under a flag of truce or brought in by Cherokee Indians, acting as mediators, have
been made prisoners by General Jesup. April 11, 1838. Read, and laid upon the table.
[Washington, 1838]

Rare books: E99.528 U59 1838

United States. War Dept. Letter from the secretary of war to the chairman of the
Committee on military affairs, in relation to the employment of bloodhounds against the
hostile Indians in Florida ... Washington: Blair & Rives, printers, 1840.

Rare books: E99.F5 U5 1840

United States. President (1849-1850: Taylor). Message from the President ... relative to
hostilities committed by the Seminole Indians in Florida during the past year, their
removal, etc. Washington, s.n., 1850.

Rare books: E99.528 U58

United States. President (1850-1853: Fillmore). Message from the President of the
United States, informing Congress of the refusal of the Indians remaining in Florida to
migrate to the country assigned to their tribe, west of the Mississippi. [Washington,
1853]

Rare books: £99.528 U582 1853
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United States. The Seminole Indians of the state of Florida, petitioner, v. United States of
America, defendent. Seminole Nation of Oklahoma, petitioner, v. United States of
America, defendent. Defendent’s requested findings of fact, objections of petitioners’
proposed findings, and brief. [Washington, Govt. Print. Off., 1963]

Rare books: E99.528 U5

Heidler, David Stephen. Old Hickory’s war: Andrew Jackson and the quest for empire.
Mechanicsburg, PA: Stackpole Books, c1996.
Rare books: E83.817 .H47 1996

Seminole Government in the Southeast and Seminole Nation

United States. Office of Indian Affairs. Creek and Seminole Indians: message from the
President of the United States transmitting a report as to the cause of the difficulties
between the Creek and Seminole Indians. [Washington, D.C. : s.n.], 1856.

Rare books: E99.C9 U553 1856

Dickinson, Jonathan. God’s protecting providenc : man’s surest help and defence, in
times of greatest difficulty, and most imminent danger, evidenced in the remarkable
deliverance of Robert Barrow, with divers other persons, from the devouring waves of the
sea, amongst which they suffered shipwreck; and also from the cruel devouring jaws of
the inhuman canibals of Florida / Faithfully related by one of the persons concern’d
therein, Jonathan Dickenson. Philadelphia: Printed by Ezra Townsend Cresson, 1868.
Rare books: F314 .D546 1868

United States. Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. Laws, decisions, and
regulations affecting the work of the commissioner to the five civilized tribes, 1893-1906,
together with maps showing classification of lands in the Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Cherokee, Creek, and Seminole nations, and recording districts, railroads, and principal
towns of the Indian Territory. Comp. by the commissioner to the five civilized tribes.
Washington: Govt. print. off., 1906.

Rare books: E78.15 U47

Seminole Language

Moore-Willson, Minnie. The Seminoles of Florida. Philadelphia: American Painting
House, 1896.
Rare books: £99.528 W7 1896

Seminole War, 1817-1818

United States. President (1817-1825: Monroe). Message from the President of the United
States, transmitting information in relation to the war with the Seminoles, and the
measures which have been adopted by the government in consequence thereof.
Washington: Printed by E. De Krafft, 1818.

Rare books: E83.817 .U54 1818
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United States. President (1817-1825: Monroe). Message from the President of the United
States, transmitting copies of documents referred to in his communication of the
seventeenth ultimo, in relation to the Seminole war, & c. December 3, 1818. Printed by
order of the Senate. Washington: Printed by E. de Krafft, 1818.

Rare books: E83.817 .C61 1818

United States. War Dept. Message from the President of the United States, transmitting
information in relation to the war with the Seminoles, and the measures which have been
adopted by the government in consequence thereof. Washington: Printed by E. de Krafft,
1818.

Rare books: E83.817 .U57 1818

Alabama. Governor (1817-1820: Bibb). Message from the President of the United States,
transmitting a letter from Gov. Bibb to Gen. Jackson, connected with the late military
operations in Florida. Washington: Printed by E. de Krafft, 1819.

Rare books: E83.817 .A43 1819

Overton, John. A vindication of the measures of the President and his commanding
generals, in the commencement and termination of the Seminole war. By a citizen of the
state of Tennessee. Washington: Printed by Gales & Seaton. 1819.

Rare books: E83.817 .096

Smyth, Alexander. Speech of the Hon. Alexander Smyth, in the House of
Representatives, on the Seminole War ... January 21 [1819]. [n.p., 18197]
Rare books: E83.817 .S6

Tallmadge, James. Speech of the Hon. Mr. Tallmadge, in the House of Representatives,
on the Seminole War. [n.p. 18197]
Rare books: E83.817 .T3 1819

United States. Congress (15th, 2d session: 1818-1819). Debate, in the House of
representatives ... on the Seminole war, in January and February, 1819. Washington,
Printed at the office of the National intelligencer, 1819.

Rare books: E83.817 .U58

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Military Affairs. Views of the minority of
the Committee on military affairs, on the subject of the Seminole war, and the trial and
execution of Arbuthnott [!] and Armbrister [!]. [Washington, 1819]

Rare books: E83.817 .U588

United States. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Seminole War, 1818-1819. In Senate
of the United States ... : [report of] Mr. Lacock, from the committee appointed in
pursuance of the resolution of the Senate, of the 18th of December last, "That the
message of the President, and documents, relative to the Seminole War, be referred to a
select committee” ... [Washington, D.C. : s.n., 18197?]
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Rare books: E83.817 .U59 1819

Jackson, Andrew. Memorial of Major General Andrew Jackson. Washington: Printed by
Gales & Seaton. 1820.
Rare books: E382.U54

Memorial of the field officers commanding the Tennessee volunteer mounted gun-men, in
the Seminole campaign, &c.: January 24, 1821. Read, and committed to the Committee of
the whole House to which is committed the bill from the Senate for the relief of the
officers and volunteers engaged in the late campaign against the Seminole Indians.
Washington [D.C.]: Printed by Gales & Seaton, 1821.

Rare books: E83.817 .M45 1821

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Claims. Report of the Committee of
Claims: to whom was referred the Memorial of the Legislature of the state of Tennessee,
in relation to payment for horses lost in the Seminole campaign, January 14, 1822.
Washington: The Committee, 1822.

Rare books: F436.5 .U5

Eaton, John Henry. The life of Major General Andrew Jackson: comprising a history of
the war in the South; from the commencement of the Creek campaign to the termination
of hostilities before New Orleans. Addenda: containing a brief history of the Seminole
War, and cession and government of Florida. Philadelphia: McCarty & Davis, 1828.
Rare books: E382 .E11 1828

Jackson, Andrew. Correspondence between Gen. Andrew Jackson and John C. Calhoun:
President and Vice-President of the U. States, on the subject of the course of the latter, in
the deliberations of the cabinet of Mr. Monroe, on the occurrences in the Seminole War.
Washington: Printed by Duff Green, 1831.

Rare books: E83.817 .J34 1831

Giddings, Joshua R. The exiles of Florida: or, The crimes committed by our government
against the maroons, who fled from South Carolina and other slave states, seeking
protection under Spanish laws. Columbus, Ohio, Published by Follett, Foster and
company, 1858.

Rare books: E83.817 .G45

Thomson, John Lewis. History of the war of the United States with Great Britain in
1812, and of the war with Mexico. By John Lewis Thomson. With additions and
corrections. Illustrated with numerous engravings, from designs by W. Croome and other
artists. Philadelphia [Pa.], J. B. Lippincott, 1873.

Rare books: E354 .T56 1873

Knox, John B. The Rhea letter, a little letter which made a heap of history. The authority
of General Jackson to invade Florida during the war with the Seminole Indians, as
disclosed in the Rhea letter. [Anniston, Ala., Pub. by the Author? 1917]
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Rare books: E83.817 .K56 1917

Seminole War, 1835-1842

United States. War Dept. Florida War, &c.: letter from the Secretary of War,
transmitting the information required by a resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 6th ultimo, in relation to orders given to the Commander-in-chief, the troops
employed, expenditures in prosecuting, &c. [Washington, D.C.]: Thomas Allen, Printer,
1838.

Rare books: E83.835 .U58 1838

United States. War Dept. Letter from the Secretary of War in reply to a resolution of the
House of Representatives of the 21st ultimo, as to whether any Seminole Indians, coming
in under a flag of truce or brought in by Cherokee Indians, acting as mediators, have
been made prisoners by General Jesup. April 11, 1838. Read, and laid upon the table.
[Washington, 1838]

Rare books: £99.528 U59 1838

United States. Congress. House. Committee on Military Affairs. Georgia militia claims--
services against the Indians in 1836: [to accompany Senate bill no. 17] : May 16, 1842:
Mr. Coggin, [i.e. Goggin] from the Committee on Military Affairs, made the following
REPORT... [Washington: s.n., 1842]

Rare books: E81 .U55 1842

Giddings, Joshua R. The exiles of Florida: or, The crimes committed by our government
against the maroons, who fled from South Carolina and other slave states, seeking
protection under Spanish laws. Columbus, Ohio: Published by Follett, Foster and
company, 1858.

Rare books: E83.817 .G45

McCall, George A. Letters from the frontiers; written during a period of thirty years’
service in the army of the United States. Philadelphia: Lippincott, 1868.
Rare books: F296 .M12

Thomson, John Lewis. History of the war of the United States with Great Britain in
1812, and of the war with Mexico. By John Lewis Thomson. With additions and
corrections. Illustrated with numerous engravings, from designs by W. Croome and other
artists. Philadelphia [Pa.], J. B. Lippincott, 1873.

Rare books: E354 .T56 1873

Elderkin, James D. Biographical sketches and anecdotes of a soldier of three wars, as
written by himself. The Florida, the Mexican war and the great rebellion, together with
sketches of travel, also of service in a militia company and a member of the Detroit light
guard band for over thirty years. Detroit, Mich. [Record printing company] 1899.

Rare books: E601 .E37




