JAMES DOUGLAS BRUCE,
1862 — 1923

Photograph of Dr. ]. Douglas Bruce that once resided in the office of Dr. Jobn C. Hodges, where it sat on a
desk that bad belonged to Dr. Bruce.



Kenneth Curry, in his English at Tennessee, 1794-1988 (Knoxville, Tenn.:
Dept. of English, University of Tennessee, 1989), describes Dr. J. Douglas
Bruce: “A Virginia aristocrat, born on a large plantation into one of the First
Families of Virginia, he commanded awe and respect, if not always affection.”
He goes on to quote the remarks of a student who commented on Dr. Bruce’s
gift for reading poetry (which he particularly loved), “He could take some such
poem as Beowulf written in Anglo Saxon ..., and as he read it you could hear
the clang of battle axe on shield, the whistle of arrows; the slither of sword on
sword; the shouts of the victors; the groans of the wounded. A fidgety,
uninterested and hostile class would sit motionless and almost breathless while
he read.” [p. 21]. Students would report disliking him, but later in life identify
him as a professor who had had the most profound influence to their benefit.

The program for the study of medieval literature in the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville, Department of English was initially formed by Dr. Bruce
and has remained largely intact. His sudden and unexpected death in 1923
brought the remarkable bequest of his personal library of over 6,000 volumes
to the University Libraries. Many of these books, particularly those bearing Dr.
Bruce’s marginalia, have been preserved in the rare book collection of the
Special Collections Library.

What follows is a listing of the manuscript and book holdings of the Special
Collections Library relating to this distinguished University faculty member.
We hope that students and faculty interested in the history of medieval studies
at the University of Tennessee will find these materials intriguing and
illuminating.
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Manuscripts:
Bruce, James Douglas. Notebooks, 1888-1920.
Manuscripts MS-1383 [44 vols.]

McClure, Wallace. Letter Draft to Dr. Douglas Bruce.
Manuscripts MS-1720

The Hugh T. Keenan/ Dr. ]. Donglas Bruce Collection, 1922-1976.
Manuscripts MS-2478

Kolwyck, Clarence. ILetter, Dated Chattanooga, Nov. 22, 1974, to Dr. Hugh T.
Keenan, Atlanta.

Manuscripts MS-963 [Describes fatal seizure of Prof. James Douglas Bruce in
his Ayres Hall classroom.]

University of Tennessee (Knoxville Campus). Libraries. Books Cataloged from the
|. Douglass Bruce Collection. Knoxville, [192-]
Manuscripts MS-553

Books:

Biography, etc.
Irving Club, Knoxuville, Tennessee. A Meeting of the Irving Club of Knoxwville, Tennessee, as
a Memorial to the Late Dr. James Donglas Bruce. Monday Evening, February 26", 1923.
Knoxville: Stubley Print. Co., [1923].
Rare Books 1.ID5292.2 178

University of Tennessee (Knoxville Campus). James Donglas Bruce Memorial
Number ... (University of Tennessee Record, Vol. 26, no. 3). Knoxville, Tenn.:
University of Tennessee Press, 1923.

Rare Books LID5292.2 'T45

From the Library of Dr. Bruce
Altieri, Vittorio. Tragedie di 1ittorio Alfieri da Asti. Firenze: Presso Leonardo
Ciardetti, 1824.
Rare Books PQ4677 .A3 1824 [6 vols.]

Baedeker, Karl, Firm, Publishers, Leipzig. Grosbritannien: England (Ausser
London) Wales, Schottland und Irland, Handbuch fur Reisende. 2te Aufl. Leipzig:
Baedeker, 1895.

Rare Books DAG50 .B144 1895



Bible. O.T. Psalms. Latin. Lzbri Psalpmorum Versio Antiqgua Latina; cum
Paraphrasi Anglo-Saxonica, Partim Soluta Oratione, Partim Metrice Composita. Nunc
Primmnm e Cod. Mus. in Bibl. Regia Parisiensi Adservato Descripsit et Editit Benjamin
Thorpe. Oxonii: E. Typographe Academico, 1835.

Rare Books BS1442 T3

Bibliothek der Angelsachsischen Poesie. Begrundet von Christian W. M. Grein. Neu
Bearbeitet, Vermehrt und Nach Neuen Lesungen der Handschriften Hrsg. Von
Richard Paul Wulcker. Kassel [etc.]: G. H. Wigand, 1883-98.

Rare Books PR1502 .B5 [3 vols.; lib. has vols. 1, 2 pt.2, and 3, only.]

Boccaccio, Giovanni. Opere Volgari Di Giovanni Boccaccio, Cor, Su I Testi a Penna.
Ed. 1. Firenze: Per il Magheri, 1827-34.
Rare Books PQ4266 .A1 1827 [17 vols.; lib. has vols. 1-13, only.]

Browne, William. The Poems of Willian Browne of Tavistock. Ed. by Gordon
Goodwin, with an Intro. by A. H. Bullen. (The Muses’ Library). London:
Lawrence & Bullen; New York: C. Scribnet’s Sons, 1893-94.

Rare Books PR2217 .B5A15 |2 vols.]

Bruce, J. Douglas (James Douglas). Arthuriana and Other Pamphlets. [19--].
Rare Books PN57 .A6B7 [17 vols. in 1]

Bruce, J. Douglas (James Douglas). e Morte Arthur: a Romance in Stanzas of
Eight Lines. Re-Edited from Ms. Harley 2252, in the British Museum, with Introduction,
Notes, Glossary and Index of Names. (Early English Text Society. Extra Series, 88)
London: Published for the Early English Text Society, by Kegan Paul, Trench,
Trubner & Co., Ltd., 1903.

Rare Books PR1119 .E5 v.88

Buckton, A. M. (Alice Mary). The Coming of Bride: a Pageant Play. Written by the
Students of Chalice Well, for the Guild of Festival Players (Glastonbury and
Street) and Produced by A. M. Buckton ... (The Glastonbury Press; no. 1)
[Glastonbury, Eng.]: Elliot Stock, 1914.

Rare Books PR6003 .U66C6 1914

Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Minor Poems. Ed. by the Rev. Walter W. Skeat.
(Clarendon Press Series. Chaucer) Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1896.
Rare Books PR1853 .85 1896



Chaucer, Geoffrey. The Prologue, the Knightes Tale, the Nonne Preestes Tale, from the
Canterbury Tales. Ed. by Rev. Richard Morris ... New Ed., with Collations and
Additional Notes by the Rev. Walter W. Skeat. (Clarendon Press Series)
Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1891.

Rare Books PR1867 .M6 1891

Classici Italiani. Milano: Societa Tipografica de’ Classici Italiani, 1802-39.
Rare Books PQ4201 .C65 Ser 1, Vol. 55-66

Cleges. Sir Cleges; Sir Libeans Desconus. "Two Old English Metrical Romances.
Rendered into Prose by Jessie L. Weston, with Designs by Caroline M. Watts.
(Arthurian Romances, no. v) London: D. Nutt, 1902.

Rare Books PR2065 .C6 1902

Collier, Jeremy. A Short View of the Immorality and Profaneness of the English Stage:
Together with the Sense of Antiguity upon This Argument. 3™ ed. London: Printed
for S. Keble etc., 1698.

Rare Books PN2047 .C6 1698

Congreve, William. Incognita; or, Love and Duty Reconcil’d. Ed. by H. F. B. Brett-
Smith. (The Percy Reprints, no. 5) Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1922.
Rare Books PR3364 .I5 1922b

Crestien de Troyes. Contes del Graal (Percevaus li Galois). Abdruck der Handschrift
Paris, Francais 794. [Freiburg]: Nicht im Buchhandel, [1910].
Rare Books PQ1445 .P2 19002

[Cynewulf|. Elene; an Old English Poem. Edited with Introduction, Latin
Original, Notes, and Complete Glossary by Charles W. Kent ... (Library of
Anglo Saxon Poetry, vol. iii [i.e., vi]) Boston and London: Ginn & Company,
1889.

Rare Books PR1647 .A3K4

Dante Alighieti. La Divina Commedia di Dante Alighieri. Con Spiegazioni Tratte
dai Migliori Commentarje Colla Vita Dit Dante da Giovanni Boccacio. Paris:
Didot Freres, 1864.

Rare Books PQ4302 .E64

Dowden, Edward. The Life of Percy Bysshe Shelley. London: K. Paul, Trench &
Co., 1886.
Rare Books PR5431 .D6 |2 vols.]



Ellis, George. Specimens of Early English Metrical Romances, Chiefly Written during the
Early Part of the Fourteenth Century: to Which is Prefixed an Historical Introduction
Intended to Llustrate the Rise and Progress of Romantic Compositions in France and
England. London: Longman, Hurst, Rees, and Orme, 1805.

Rare Books PR2064 .E6 1805 [3 vols.]

Etherege, Sir George. The Works of Sir George Etheredge: Plays and Poems. Ed.,
with Critical Notes and Introduction, by A. Wilson Verity ... London: J.

C. Nimmo, 1888.

Rare books PR3432 .A17

Forman, H. Buxton (Harry Buxton). A Memoir of Percy Bysshe Shelley. London:
Printed for Private Circulation, 1892.
Rare Books PR5431 .F6

Garrick, David. Dramatic Works, to Which Is Prefixed a Life of the Author.
London: Millar, 1798.
Rare Books PR3467 .A1 1798 [3 vols.]

Gayley, Charles Mills, Ed. Representative English Comedies, with Introductory Essays
and Notes, an Historical 1 iew of Our Earlier Comedy, and Other Monographs by 1V arious
Writers, ... New York: The Macmillan Company; London: Macmillan & Co.,
Ltd., 1903-36.

Rare Books PR1248 .G3 [4 vols.]

Gem, Samuel Harvey. An Anglo-Saxon Abbot, Aelfric of Eynshany; a Stud).
Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1912.
Rare Books PR1533 .G4

Herodotus. HPOAOTOY MOYY Al Historiarum Libri IX. Curavit Henry
Rudolph Dietsch. Lipsiae: Teubneri, 1855.
Rare Books PA4002 .A2 1855 [2 vols]

Hesperia. Erganzungsreihe: Schriften zur Englischen Philologie. Vol. 1 - 1913-
Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.; Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press, 1913-
Rare Books PE25 .H4 [Lib. has: No. 2.]

Klingberg, Frank Joseph. The Americanism of Andrew Jackson. Durham, N.C.:
[s.n.], 1922.
Rare Books E382 K65



Layamon. Layamons Brut, or Chronicle of Britain; a Poetical Semi-Saxon Paraphrase of
the Brut of Wace. Now First Published from the Cottonian Manuscripts in the British
Museumy; Accompanied by a Literal Translation, Notes , and a Grammatical Glossary. By
Sir Frederic Madden. ... London: Society of Antiquaries of London, 1847.
Rare Books PR2021 .M3 [3 vols.]

Leon, Hebraeus. Dialoghi di Amore, Composti. [Vinegia]: [In Casa de’ Figliuoli di
Aldo], M.D. XLV [i.e., 1545].
Rare Books PQ4634 .S6D5 1544

Lewis, Matthew Gregory. The East Indian: a Comedy. In five Acts. As Performed
at the Theatre-Royal, Drury-Lane. 2" ed. London: Printed by J. Davis, for J. Bell,
1800.

Rare Books PR4887 .E3 1800

Loomis, Gertrude Schoeppetle. T7istan and Isolt: a Study of the Sources of the
Romance. 2" Ed., Expanded by a Bibliography and Critical Essay on Tristan
Scholarship since 1919, by Roger Sherman Loomis. (Burt Franklin Research &
Source Works Series, 541. Essays in Literature & Criticism, 83) [New York]:
B. Franklin, 1913.

Rare Books PN686 . T716

Mabinogion. Ies Mabinogion dn Livre Rouge de Hergest avec les 1 ariantes du Livre
Blane de Rhbydderch, Traduits dn Gallois avec une Introduction, un Commentaire Explicatif
et des Notes Critiques, par ]. Loth. Ed. Entierement Rev., Cor., et Augm. Paris:
Fontemoing et Cie, 1913.

Rare Books PB2363 .M2L6 |2 vols.]

Madden, Sir Frederic, Comp. Syr Gawayne; a Collection of Ancient Romance-Poenss,
by Scotish and English Authors, Relating to That Celebrated Knight of the Round Table,
with Introduction, Notes and a Glossary. London: Taylor, 1839.

Rare Books PR2065 .G3M3

Massinger, Philip. The Plays of Philip Massinger, in Four Volumes. With Notes
Critical and Explanatory, by W. Gifford. London: G. and W. Nicol [etc.], 1805.
Rare Books PR2701 .G5 [4 vols.]

Mort Artu. Mort Artu: an Old French Prose Romance of the XIIITH Century ...
Halle A.S.: M. Niemeyer, 1910.
Rare Books PQ1496 .M75 1910



Nicolas, Sir Nicholas Harris. The Chronology of History. Containing Tables,
Caleulations & Statements ... for Ascertaining the Dates of Historical Events, and of
Public and Private Documents, from the Earliest Periods to the Present Time. 2™ ed.
London: Printed for Longman, Orme, Brown, Green & Longman’s ... and
John Taylor, [Pref. 1838].

Rare Books D11 .N52

Pamphlets on Literature. [V.p., 1822- ]
Rare Books PN863 .P3

Perzl, Wilhelm. Die Arthur-Legende in Lydgate’s Fall of Princes. Kritische Neu-
Ausgabe mit Quellenforschung. Munchen: Wolf, 1911.
Rare Books PR2034 .F3P4

Petrarca, Francesco. e Rime di Francesco Petrarca di Su Gli Originall.
Commentate da Giosue Carducci e Severino Ferrari. Firenze: G. C. Sansoni,
1920.

Rare Books PQ4477 .F20

Plato. [Libri a Marsilio Ficino Traducti] Venetiis: A Philippo Pincio Mantuano

hoc Opus Impressum Fuit, Anno Dni Mccccexvii. Die xxii. Aprilis.
Rare Books PA4279 .A2 1517

[Poems, 1809-1815]. |S.1.: s.n.], 1809-1815.
Rare Books PR1175 .P64

Pulct, Luigt. Morgante Maggiore. (Classici Italiani; v. 30-32) Milano: Societa
Tipografica de’ Classici Italiani, 1800.
Rare Books PQ4631 .M3 1806 [3 vols.]

Rohde, Exrwin. Der Griechische Roman und Seine 1V orlaufer. Leipzig: Breitkopf
und Hartel, 1870.
Rare Books PA3267 .R6 1876

Sedley, Charles, Bart. The Works of the Honourable Sir Charles Sedley, Bart., in Prose
and Verse ... London: Davies, 1776.
Rare Books PR3671 .54 1776 |2 vols.]

Y Seint Greal ... Ed. with Translation and Glossary ... by Robert Williams.
London: Printed by T. Richards, 1876.
Rare Books PB1632 .H4W5



Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare’s Comedy of The Merchant of 1enice. Ed., with
Notes, by William J. Rolfe. (English Classics) New York: Harper, 1898.
Rare Books PR2825 .A2R6 1898

Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare’s Tragedy of Antony and Cleopatra. Edited, with
Notes, by William J. Rolfe. New York: Harper, 1899.
Rare Books PR2802 .A2R6 1899

Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare’s Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark. Ed.,
with Notes, by William J. Rolfe. New York: Harper, 1898.
Rare Books PR2807 .A2R6 1898

Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare’s History of King Henry the Fifth. Ed., with
Notes, by William J. Rolfe. New York: Harper, [1898].
Rare Books PR3812 .A2R6 1898

Shakespeare, William. Shakespeare’s Tragedy of King Lear. Ed., with Notes, by
William J. Rolfe. New York: Harper, 1899.
Rare Books PR2819 .A2R6 1899

Shakespeare, William. Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet. Ed. by Edward Dowden.
Indianapolis: Bowen-Merrill, [n.d.].
Rare Books PR2831 .A2D6

Shakespeare, William. Winter’s Tale. Ed., with Notes, by William J. Rolfe.
(English Classics) New York: Harper, 1898.
Rare Books PR2839 .A2R6 1898

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. The Poetical Works of Percy Bysshe Shelley. Ed. by Edward
Dowden. London: Macmillan, [1890].
Rare Books PR5402 1890

Shenstone, William. The Works in 1V erse and Prose. With Decorations. 2™ ed.
London: Printed by J. Hughs, for J. Dodsley, 1765-69.
Rare Books PR3677 .A1 1765 [3 vols.]

Speroni Degli Alvarotti, Sperone. Dialoghi. Nuouamente Ristampati, & con
Molta Diligenza Riueduti, & Corretti ... Vinegia: [In Casa de’ Figlivoli di
Aldo], 1544.

Rare Books PQ4634 .S6D5 1544



Wultstan, Abp. of York. . Swithunus, Miracula Metrica Auctore Wulfstano Monacho
... Landshut: Thomann, [1906].
Rare Books PA8445 .W8S9 1906
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