
was punished capitally for sedition, by being gibbeted, ac- 
cording to the Roman law, which punished the first commiseion 
of that offense by whipping, the second by exile, or death in 

jurca. . . . Do not be frightened from this inquiry by any fear 
of its consequences. If it ends in belief that there is IIO God, 
you will find incitements to virtue in the comfort and the 
pleasure you will find in its exercise, and the love of otliers 
which it wi!l procure you. If you find reason to believe 
lhat there is a God, a consciousness that you are acting 
under his eye and he approves of you, will be a vast ad- 
ditional incitement; if that Jesus was also a God, you will 
be comforted by a belief of his aid and love. Your own 
reason is the only oracle given you by heaven. And you are 
answerable, not for the rightness, b i t  the uprightness of the 
decision." Parton's Life of Jefferson, 335. 

CHAPTER V. 

9 THE COVENANTER AND THE CAVALIER-CONTINUED. 

Love of Church and loyalty to King in Virginia-Love of lib- 
erty-Nathaniel Bacon-.Mr. Burke on love of liberty in 
the South-Landed estates in Virginia-Tobacco used as 
money-Indentured servants-Splendid hospitality-Cove- 
nauter element introduced-Covenanters superior to Cav- 
aliers-Patrick Calhoun on the Covenanters-Education 
among the Covenanters in the 'Colonies, in Ireland-In 
North Carolina, in South Carolina and in Georgia-Cove- 
nasters in  New Hampshire-Roosevelt- on early inhabit- 

. . ants ~f Tenneesee and Kentucky-Covenanters on the 
' Holston-Covenanters not paupers-Why education de- 
- c l ~ e d  with Southern Covenanters-Covenanter influence 
in forming the institlitions of the South-Little known of 
the Covenanters-The reason of this-Henry Watterson 
on the Covenanters-They made the Southern States- 
Their monnments-Great names anlong them-Their in- 
fluence in making the We~t-Covenanter ideas and char- 
acteristics in Southern society-Preach the same faith 
their fathers did-Southern women-High moral and re- 

\ ligious standard in the South. 

Notwithstanding the  paucity of great names in 
the  history of Virginia previous to the appearance 
of the  master minds of the Revolutionary epoch, 
there certainly arose then above the  horizon splen- 
did lights of marvelous brilliancy : Washington, 
Henry, Jeff'erson, Madison and others. How g rand  



in outlille! I iow majestic iu intellect ! These 
mere the products of the stortrl of the Revolution. 
They were the childre11 of the new era in human 
progress. Rut  for it, they uwuld have died and 
been forgotten, as their ancestors had died and 
had passed forever from the memory of man. 
Great events make great men. They qnickei~ the 
l~umall  intellect and stir its powers to unu-onted . 

iutensity. The  Revolution aroused t'he fires of 
geili~ls from their slambers, and they leaped forth 
wit11 a splendor rarely paralleled i n  history. I t  
gave the wurld the peerless Washington; it gave 
i t  Patrick 1 I e 1 1 r ~  with liis t o ~ ~ g u e  of flrtme. The  
darkness w11icl1 had overshadowed oltl Colonial 
Virginia was followed by a display of genius of 

su rpass i~~g  brightness. 
I would not ullderestiniate the ante-Revolution- 

ary pcople of Virgillia. They &re a brave, a 
noble aad  an l~ol~orable  race of men, though 
haughty and imperious. The  two dominating, all- 
coritrolling p a s s i o ~ ~ s  of their lives were love of the 

chu~.cli aad  d e v ~ t i o n  to  their king. They strug- 
gled long to save their church unshorn of its 
power. I n  none of the Colo~lies was loyalty so 
deeply rooted as in  Virginia. All the sufferirigs 
of t l ~ e  early settlers were only evidences of their 
love for their king. Intense as this feeling was 

iu  the days of Charles I, i t  lost none of its force 
in subsequent reigns. It cost the old aristocracy 
of Virginia nieny a bitter pang to give up their 
sovereign. I t  is almost impossible for this genera- 
tion to realize the del)th of' dcvotion felt for the 
mother couutry. I t s  history, its traditions, its 
glory were a part of their own inherited posses- 
sious. Affectionate, even ei~thilsiastic love of the 
royal house was a sentiment which had descended 
from father to soil. I t  was interwoven with their 
very beings. To sever this bond of attachment 
and to break away from these hallowed recollec- 
tious was indeed a severe trial. - 

The  Cavaliers were a proud-spirited race. They 
were acutely sensitive and jealous of their privi- 
leges. They would submit t o  no wrong, either as 
private individuals or as citizel~s of the Common- . 
wealtb. Enthusiastically and warnily devoted to 
their rulers and to the  mother land as they were, 
they loved liberty a l ~ d  their ch;irtet-ed rights just 
as much. They were far from being abject slaves. 
Na th~n ik l  Bacon, the  leader of the first rebellion 

PI] the Colony, was a11 educated ge~ltlernan, a man 
of wealtb and high social distinction, a member of 
O o v e r n ~ r  Berkeley's council. Yet lie drew his 
sword agairlst kingly authority in defense of the 

12 



rights "accorded in the royal charter," * The 
spirit of freeme11 still animated the nlinds of the 
Cavaliers. I n  the Revolution, in the supreme 
hour of peril, after years of remoostraoce, petitioli 
arid humble supplicatiou, sad as was the alterna- 
tire, many of thern, perhaps ,z majority, turned 
away from the ruenlories and the splendid  record^ 
of the past and bore arms for their country. 
Wheu the p e a l  conflict was at  hand, alid i t  be- 
came evident that a stand must be t a k e ~ ~ ,  they 
threw away their cherished and most sacred senti- 
rnerits and uobly sustained the cause of indepen- 
dence. 

Mr. Burke is quoted by Philip Alexander Bruce, 
in his receut history of Virginia ill the seren- 
teenth century, as attributing the ardent love of 
liberty dnr i l~g the Revolutionary era, in the South- 
ern Colouies, to the institution of slavery. The 
fact is undeniable that, no people in ally country, 
or i11 any age of the world, have possessed the 
spirit of liberty iu a higher degree than the peo- 
ple of t l ~ e  Souther11 States. Most of this was due, 
and especially so iu  the Revolutiouary epoch, to 
the spirit of the Coverlanters. There seems, how- 

- - 

Address of Rev. Al'exander White before Scotcll-Irish Con- 
gress, Vol. IV, 122. 

ever, to be much truth i l l  Mr. Burke's conclusio~~. 
IIe said: 

There is a circumstarice atteuding these 
Southern Colonies which makes the spirit of 
liberty still more high and haughty than in those 
to the north,,-ard. It is that i n  Virginia and the 
Carolinas, they have a vast nlultitude of slaves. 
Where this is t l ~ c  casc, in ally part of the world, 
those ~ I i o  are free are by far the most proud and 
jealous of their freedom. Freedom is to thern, not 
only ao er~jojment, but a kind of rank and priv- 
ilege. Not seeing there that freedom, as in couls- 
tries where i t  is a common blessing, and as broad 
and general as the air, may be united with much 
abject toil, with great misery, with all the exterior 
of servitude, liberty looks anlong then1 like some. 
thing that is more noble and liberal. I do not 
mean to commencl the superior rllorality of this 
sentiment, which has at least as much pride as 
virtue in i t ;  bnt I can not alter the llatllre of mau. 
The fact is so;  and these people of the Southern 
Colorlies tire nlucli more strongly, and with a higher 
and more stubborll spirit attached to liberty, 

:?thal~ those to the northward. Such were all the 
ai~cient commonwealths; siich were our Gothic an- 
cestors; such, in our days, were the Poles, arld such 
will be all masters of  slave^ who are not slaves 
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themselves. I n  such a people, the haughtiness of 
domination combines with the spirit of freedom, 
fortifies it, and renders it invincible." 

The lai~ded estates of the wealthy i l l  Old Vir- 
gi nia, were of immense size. Recent investiga- 
tions have showr~ that their average size was about 
fire tl~ousand acres. Some estates anlounted to 
tweuty-five thousand acres. The chief indnstry ill 
those days, indeed almost the only one, was the 
cultivation of tobacco. This formed almost the 
sole article of export. This was exchanged in 
European markets for such articles of necessity or 

luxury as the planters needed. These i ~ ~ c l u d e d  
nearly every thir~g. There was no paper n~oney 
and but little coin in the early days. The wealthi- 
est merl seldom had more than thirty shillings in 
coin. Tobacco was the mediun~ of exchange. I t  
passed a t  a fixed valae per pound and was a legal 
tender for all debts. I n  it, a t  a price fixed by law, 
tithes, taxes and debts were paid. 

These vast lauded estates required large nnmbers 
of laborers. Free white !abor could not. be had, 
and probably was not desired. Large numbers of 

indented, or indentured servants were used for this 
purpose, as well as African slaves. These indeu- 
tured servants were'white rpen, who were sold iuto 
slavery for a tern1 of years, because of crimes, or 

political offenses. F o r  the time being they were 
afi absolute slates as the African negroes. 

On these great estates reigned a splendid and 
generous hospitality, after the style of Old En- 
gIa11d. Exchanges of visits were constantly taking 
place betweell tha wealthy plauters. 011 every 

plantation the door of " the great honse" stood 
wide open to all persons of "good col~ditions" who 
chose to enter. Feasting and the pleaspres of 
e ~ ~ t e r t u i n i t ~ g  forn~ed a large part of the life of the 
crld Virginiau. I t  was in this school that the sons 
of the Cavalier Colony earned their reputstioil for 
tlie inost profuse and elegant hospitality known on 
this continent, whicli distinction was still sustained 
by their descendants, as long as slavwy lasted, 
with scnrcely dimit~ished honor. 

Bu t  it rriust be kept  in mind that  with the in- 
ceptiol~ of the re~rolationary moven~eut, the new 
and powerful Covenanter ele~yent, shown in the 
preceding chapter, was introduced into thencouncils 
of the Cornmollwealth of Virgiuia. To this a large  
p u t  of the glory of the state must be attributed. 
How to apportion this glory between the two peo- 

k ples with any thing a p y ~ o x i m a t i ~ ~ g  exactness and 
justice, i t  is impossible to determine. I t  is suffi- 
cient to say that many disti%uished, and some 
great names, belong to each class. 



Siuce the Revolution the old Cavalier stock of 
Virginia h:ls borne a most honorilble and con- 
spicuor~s part ' in the history of this country. I t  
were 11eedlessto nt,ten~pt to ena~nerate their many 
uoble qunlities, or to set forth their achievements, 
in statesmarlship and in arms, sillce they are k t ~ o w ~ l  
of all men. Virgi~~isl  is no lo~lger a Cavalier 
Stnte, b r ~ t  a happy blending of th'e blood of both 
the Cavalier and the Covenanter-of the best 
qualities of both united ill one. 

But comparing the old races as they were pribr 
to the Revolution, al~cl counting also their faults 
and defects, I do not hesitate to say that, in the 
essenti~~ls that constitute a niighty peoplc, of the 
two  the Covenanters were deciciedly the supcrior. 
This will be more manifest as I p o i ~ ~ t  out briefly 
sorr~e of the d i s t i ~ ~ g u i s h i ~ ~ g  characteristics of the 
'Covenanters. 

I n  courage, perrjsteucy, fortitude, firmness, nat- 
ural capacity, purity of life, and in high moral a l ~ d  
religious principle, no people ever surpassecl them. 

Their industry and thrift were proverbial. I n  love 
of liberty, aud in qnicltne~s to discen1 and resist 
eve1.y approach of oppression and wrong, an ex- 
perience of ceuturies, had made them the foremost 
people in the worlU. Their l o t ~ g  and bitter trials 
in  struggling for freedom of conscience had given 

them the true idea of religions toleration, ns it 
exists to-day in every State in the Union, and as 
i t  is fixed in the constitution of every commoo- 
wealth. They required for themselves the fullest 
liberty in religious matters, and both in Irelatld 
and in the Colonie~ gerlerously conceded the same 
to all other sects. They did not demand that their 
chnl.ch should be made the church, but that it 
should be equal with all others. They did not 
seek to irnpose restrictious ou other rel igio~~s,  nor 
to gain peculiar privileges for their own. Though 
their fathers, a t  an early day, iu Scotland, had per- 
secuted n ~ e n  for opinion's sake,* a e e ~ ~ t u r y  and a 
half of suffering, of trial, of development, had 
lifted them up to an elevation of larger visior~ arld 
of more charitable thought; And except for the 
voice,--the influence and. the votes of the Core- 
nanters in Virginia, i t  may be safely affirmed that 
Mr. Jefferson and his associates could not have re- 
rlloved the deeply-rooted and strongly-enhenched 
Cavalier restrictions on a free religion i n  that State. 

On these points the remarks of Mr. Patrick 
Calhouu, in his address before the Scotch-Irish 

'@congress, in Atlanta, in 1892, are ao pertinent 
that I ver~tnre to quote a couple of paragraphs : 

* Lecky and other writers say that at an early day they were 
narrciw and bitter. 
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6 b  I n  what striking co~l t~*as t  n7a8 the advent of 
the hardy yio~ieers who had left home and fireside, 
for conscience sake, to seek liberty and freedom in 
the wilderness of America. They wrote their 
history with the rifle aiid the ax, the  sword and 
the plow. There was no herald of their coming, 
save tlie splash of the pole as they pushed the 
rude ferry-boat across the upper waters of the 
Savannah, or the  clvack of the whip as they urged 
their tired belrsts, drawing primitive wagon8 over 
rough niounti~in roads. The record of their com- 
ing was lost as the ripples of the  river sunk back 
into its c u r r e ~ ~ t ,  or the echoes of the mountain 
died away in its silence. W e  know neither the  
day, nor the m o ~ i ~ h ,  nor the year when thoufiands 
came. B a t  the  fact tha t  they had come was a t -  
tested by the falling of t he  trees. Cabins rose and 
fruitfill farnle appeared where foreets grew and 
Indians roamed. And  not far off the  church, the  
house Rt once of worship and education." . . . 

"From the time when the  Scots left the north 
of Ireland to the period when the Ulster planta- 
tion was settled, in 1609, Scotland was one con- 
s t a ~ ~ t  theater of war. The  sterility of the  coun- 
try, the clanr~ish life its people led, the constant 
dangers to which they were exposed, the  frugal 
manner in which their surroundings compelled 

then1 to live-all contributed to produce a brave 
~ n d  hardy race. Alone f r e q u e ~ ~ t l y  in the  moun- 
taine, forced to rely purely upon their own pow- 
ers, there was developed in a marked degree not 
only physical courage, but tha t  high moral cour- 
age a ~ i d  reliance which have so distinguished the  

race, and e11ablet.l it under all circumstatices to 
Stand so unswel-ringly for what i t  believed to .be 
right, and made it ready to sacrifice home, fanlilj ,  
hope of en io lume~~t ,  life itself, for the dictates of 
conscience. Lore  of individual liberty, devotion 
to home and fllmily ties, the habit of reflection, 
promptuess and decision in  action, deep religious 
convictions, belief in self-government, and a readi- 
~ ~ e s s  to resist the  central power in the interest of 
the clan, were characteristics naturally growing 

1 .  out of-the environment of the  Scots. They were 
f r e q u e ~ ~ t l y  overrun by stronger and rnore numer- 
ous f o r c ~ s ,  but they were never conquered. The  
sturdiiiess, endurance and persistency of the  race 
ellabled them to surmouiit every form of conquest 
a i ~ d  oppression. The  moment the pressure of su- 

' perior power ma6 removed, the rebound occurred, 
% arid Scotland was again ill  arnis fighting for her P 

rights. Thc  indomitable courage of the  Scot was 
i11vinci1)le. 'Cheir natural characteristics could not 
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be destroyed, even by merger with other races. 
The  Dane, the Saxon and the Norman settled in 
Scotland, and their blood is liberally intermingled 
in the veins of the Scotch, b ~ i t  the virility of the 
Scotcb blood has preserved its distinct,ire uationtrl 
traits, Not even centuries of union with England 
could destroy theae. The Scots were stronger for 

their life in Scotland, better for the blood of the 
Pict, the Dane, the Saxoti and the Norman. 
When they returned to the north of Irelalid, they 
found nothing there to weakeu or  enervate, hut 
much to temper and to strengthen. Transplanted 

to the wilderness of America, their environment 
mas as well calculated to  develope theil. courage, 
independence slid sturdiuess of character as the 
lives their ancestors had led in Scotland. They 

were the  pioneers of civilizatio~l and stood for , 

nlore than half a century as the guards and pro- ' 
.tection of tlie Colonists nearer the coast. T o  the 

hardship of the frontier and the wilderness wits 
added the daily fear of Indian attacks. Aild then 
the  war school of the Revolution ! I s  i t  a wonder 

that  with the ~ ~ u n ~ b e r s  the Scotch arid Irish had 
contributed to the population of the Colonies-is 
i t  wooder that  with the character stamped by 
the action of centuries upon their lives, they 
should have played an important part in that  great 

I 
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historical drama'? 1s i t  a wonder that. Froude 
gives to them the credit of having won independ- 
ence for America, and goes so far as to .suggest 
that even Bunker Hill was borrowed from I~.eland? 

- I t  was these people and their descer~dants who, 
pouring into Middle and Upper Georgia, gave di- 
rection to  its civilikation." * . . . 

I n  education, tlie Uovenanters were uliperior to 
ally other people or sect which came to the Cola: 
tiies. If they were equaled Ly any, i t  was o~ i ly  by 

the higher class of the first Puritan settlers. As  
a whole they were far better educated than the  
Puritans. "After the death of the first settlers," 
Canlpbell says, "there was a marked decline 
(among the Puritans), not only in education, but 
in all mnr~ifestatio~ls of a liberal spirit in every 
direction." f Prof. Jameson said : " Pnritnnisrn 
(had) gone to seed, grown narrow and I~nrsh and 
petty." f 

A t  the time the Covenanters left Scotland for 
Ireland, the etate of education was higher and 
more universal in that country than i n  England. 
The Covenanterse did not deteriorate ill Irelatld in 

* Proceedings Scotch-Irish Congress, Vol. VI, 136. 
t Campbell, Vol. 11, 494. 
i The History of Historical Writing in America, by J. 

Franklin Jameson, Ph.D., 21, quoted by Campbell. 



this respect, but remained a more thoroughly edu- 
cated people thau the English who were planted 
there a t  the sanle time. When they reached the 

Colonies, as I have already shown, their first care 
and thought, next after their religiou, were to 
provide for the education of the rising generation. 

Dollglas Campbell says of the Co\-enanters : 
"Nor were they children of ignorance. Althongh 

their schools had been closed by law, they had 
found means of private ii~strilc.tion in the com- 
moll branches, while those desiring a higher edo- 
cation-and they were very numerous-had made 
their way to the Presbyterian Universities of 
Edinburgh ancl G1:~sgow. When they came to 

America these Scotch-Irishn~en were not only 
among tlle most industrious and virtuous, but 
they were, as a whole, lilce the enqly settlers of 
New Engla~ld ,  probably the best edncated of the 
English speaking race." * 

Again, the same author says : " I n  the  fields of 
education the clebt of Anlericn to these i m n ~ i -  
erants  " (Covena~~ters)  " car1 Iial-dly be exaggerated. 
h 4  

Not only did they give life n r~d  character t o  
Priuceton College, and fol~iltl the institution now, 
known as the College of Washington and Lee, 

* Campbell, Vol. 11, 479, 480. 

ill Virginia, but they gave her free .school syste~n ' 

to New Jersey and Kentucky, -and for nearly a 
century before the Revolutioll they conducted 
most of the classical schools south bf the province 
of' New Yorlc. It was in these schools that the 
fathers of the Revolution in the South, almost 
without esceptiot~, received their education.* 

A l o ~ ~ g  this same line, a recel~t  writer sags of the 
Covenal~ters of North Carolilla : 

' 6F rom the arrival of the immigrauts" (the 
Scotch-Irish, in 1706) " dates the establishment 
of schools throughout the State. I t  is to the 
Presbyterian Churc l~  that North Carolina owes 
the establishmel~t of her first classical schools, and  
during the, ~iecood half of the eighteenth century 
the history of education iu this State is insepara- 
bly conuected with thnt of this denon~inatio~l." 
. . . "hlnlost il~variably,'' says Foote (History of 
North Carolitla) " as soon as a neigllborhood was 
settled p repa ra t io~~s  were n ~ a d e  for the preaching 
of the gospel Ly it regular stated pastor, and 
wherevkr a pnstor was located, in thnt congregu- 
tion, there was a classical school, as in Sugar 
Creek, Poplar Tent, Centre, Bethany, B~lfEalo, 
Thyatira, Grove, Wilmington, and the churches 

* Campbell, Vol. 11, 486. . 



occupied by l?atillo i t 1  Orange and Gril~~vil le  Couo- 
ties.* 

Again, the same aathor says : " To the Bcotch- 
111ish Presbyteriatls occupying Ceutr:~l and Pied- 
nlollt Caroli~in is due the lasting honor of having 
established t l ~ e  first acade~liies in the province, and 
it  itl said that it  wau through their itifluellce that 
the clause providing for a unive~-sity " (and for 
cor~lmon ~ ~ t ~ o o l s )  " was inserted in the initial 
constitutio~l of the State."? 

Again, he says: ' b  The pioneer yrorr~oters of 
bdvanced edocationnl work in North Carolina 
were Presbyteria~~s." f 

The autllor enunlcrtltes by name fifteen classical 
and scientific schools, academies and colleges 
started by Covetlarlter ministers ill that State in 
the eighteenth century, besides, doubtless, many 
more referred to in general terms. In  fact, nearly 

the entire educational system in that State was in 
the hands of the Covenanters. 

I11 South Carolina they were also active in the 
same cause. The celebrated school of Rev: Moses 
Waddell, at Willingtoii, where so many great arid 
distinguished me11 were educated, was the rnost 

* History of Education in N o ~ t h  Carolina, by Charles Lee 
Smith. Bureau of Education, Washington, 23. 

t id. 52. 1 ra. 109. 
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noted of all the  Carolina schools. But  there were 
others also. 111 Georgia they did a great work in  
the same cause, but rlot an exclilsive one. In  
Virginia t,hey spread education wherever they 
welit. 111 Kentucky also a t  a11 early day they 
establiehetl uchbole and colleges. I11 Teuncssee 
the first four colleges in the State were founded in 
the eighteenth century by Covenanters, or pre- 
sided over by Covenantel-s. 

In  the historical society of New Hampshire there 
is an ancient parchment, dated 26th of Mi~rch, 
"Anno Don.," 1718, to which three hundred and 

nineteen tiames are appended. I t  is the petitiou of 
certain Covenamter, or Scotch-Irish, heads 'of fam- 
ilies, " from Ulster, of the North of Irelatld," ad- 
dressed to Governor Shute, of Massachusetts, in- 
formit~g him of their desire " to transport onrselves" 
(themselves) " to  his  very excelletlt slid rei~owned 
plantation," npon obtainil~g suitable encourage- 
ment. Of the three hundred and nineteen sigiiers 
of this paper, all but thirteen, or ninety-six per 
cent, signed their own narrles in " fair and vigorous 
characters." * 

The learned professor to whom I have referred, 
says in. reference to this document : '' It rrlsy well 

* Prof. A. L. Perry's address before the Scotch-Irish Con- 
gress of 1890, Vol. 11, of I'roceedings, 107. 



bc questioned whether in any other part of the 
United Kingdom, a t  that time, one hundred and 
seventy-two years ago, in Eriglalicl or Wales, or 
Scotlaud, or Ireland, so large a proportion of pro- 
lniscuoas householders in the common walks of 
life, could have written their own names."* 

On August 4, 1718, five ships came to anchor in 
Boston, having on board one hundred alld tmeilty 
fanlilies of these adventurous Covenanters, \bum- 
bering seven hundred and fifty persons, who had 
some months before sent that letter or parchment 
to Govet-nor Shute, asking for pernlissioli to trans- 
port themselves to his " renowned plantation." A 
part of these dar i~lg  people, probably fifty large 
families, settled in Worcester, Massachusetts.f- 

Some of this noble band of heroes, namely, six- 
teen families, settled a t  Londonderry, New Hamp- 
shire, ant1 others in the Kennebec country, in 
Maine. The descendants of these pioneers in the 
course of a few years spread all ovcr New England, 
and especially over New Hanipshire and Maine. 
Indeed, these two states became largely Cove- 
nanter in population, especially the former. 

As  previously pointed out, the first public meet- 

* Prof. A. 1,. Perry's address before the Scotchdrish Con- 
gress of 1890, Vol. 11, of Proceedings, 107. 

t Id., 110, 111. 
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ing held in the Colouies, which set forth the  
precise essential principles of the Declaration of 
Independence, was held in the County of Wor- 
cester, Massachusetts, in 1773, where the fifty 
Coverlaliter families had settled more than a half- 
century before.* From this little hive came Mat- 

. . 
thew Thoraton, a signer of the Declaration of 111- 

dependence, alid the renowlied botanist,, Profcssor 
Asa Gray.? 

I t  is singular how events, remote frotn each 
other, in point of space and time, sometimes seem 
to duplicate.each other. Thus, in 1776, the mem- 
bers of the Watauga Association, in Eastern l'en- 
nessee, tnost of whom were of tho Coveu:tnter 

- stock, sent a metnori'al to the legislature of North 
. . Carolina, signed by one hundred and four persons, 

&ll of whom except two subscribed i t  with their 
owti names.$ 

Again, Mr. Iioosev.elt, in speaking of the early 
iuhabitants of the large region in the South, firat 
occupied mainly, and indeed, almost en tirely, by 
men of Cove~ianter blood, says : 

" I n  e x a m i ~ ~ i n g  numerous o r i g i ~ ~ a l  drafts of peti- 
tions and the like, siglled by huudreds of the original 

* Bryant's Popular Hietory of the U. S., Vol. 111, 472. 
t Proceedings of Scotch-Irish Congress, Vol. 11, 123. 
$ Ramsey'e Annals of Tennessee, 137, 138. 



settlers of Tennessee and Kentucky, I have been 
struck by the sr~iall proportion-not much over 
three or four per cent, a t  the outside-of men who 
made their mark, instead of signing." * 

Fortunately we are not left in doubt either as to 
who these early settlers were, nor as to their nlorrtl 
stanclir~g and intellectual attainn~ents. Mr. Roose- 
velt has resurrected a manuscript left by the  Hon- 
orable David Campbell, a son of one of the'~o1ston 
pioneer Covenanters, giving an account of the 
early settlers on the Holston in Sonth-west Vir- 
ginia. The  settlers on the lower Holston, in Ten- 
nessee, were but  an overflow of the people from 
the upper Holston. Can~pbell says : 

I' The first settlers on the Holston river were a 
remarkable race of men, for their intelligence, en- 
terprise and hardy adventure, . . . were 
mostly descendar~ts of Irish stock, and generally 
where they had any religious opinions we're Pres- 
byterians. A very large proportion were re- 
ligiaus and maliy of them were members of the 
church." + 

Nor did the Covenanters who sought homes in 
the Colonies belong to the lower or pauper class. 
Perhaps no people who ever emigrated to the 

* '' Winning of the West," Vol. 'I, 180. 
t Id. 167. 

I Colonies, or  to the States, as a whole, equaled + them, And certainly none ever surpassed them, in 

material condition and circumstances. The colo- 

-j r~ists  from Scotland who settled Ulster, nnder the 
charter of James I ,  of May 16,1605, were picked 
men. James  had agents for this very purpose. 
None but persons above exce1)tion were received. 
111  one of the letter8 of Ar thur  Chichester, deputy 

of Jamcs for Ireland, he says: '&The Scottish 
men came in better port (i. e., manifest character), 
they are better accon~par~ied and utboded,  than 

even the English settlers." * F o r  many years, 
perhaps nearly a hundred, before the great emi- 
gration to  America commenced, they lived in corn- 

# 

parative peace in Ireland, and were very prosper- 
ous. Many of those m l ~ o  settled in the Colonies 

' were wealthy. Campbell says: "111 the first 
place, it should be noticed that  they were not so- 
cially poor peasants, mxch as Ireland has contrib- 

uted to America in later days. Among them were 
wealthy yeomen, and in their ranks were the most 
intelligent of Irish manufacturers." + 

When 'the Covenanters landed in the Co lo~~ ies  
they were comparatively independe~~ t  in the mat- 

* Proceedings of Scotch-Irish Congress, Address of Rev. Dr. 
McIntoah, Vol. 11, 93, 94; Frodde, 393. 



ter of property. Many facts [night be given to . 
sustain this ststement.* Within rrly own observa- 
tion, I kuow that  the early settlers of Tennessee, 
who were largely of this stock, got  hold of a11d 
title t o  nearly all the best lands of the country. 
After the early settlers had passed away, the rich- 
est families and the richest citizelie were of this 
race. A t ~ d  to-day, nearly all the old families who 
have been d is t i~~guished  either for tnleuts or  
wealth are descended from the old Covenanter 
stock. And what is true of Ten~iessee is believed 
to be true of nearly all the Southel-11 States. 

Long after the Revolution the Covenanters from 
Ireland still co~itillued to come illto Eastern Teo- 
nessee. They were all I'rotestants (geuerslly 
Presbyterians), well educated, and mauy of them 
comfortable in point of property. I llever kuem 
one who was not reasonabli well educated. I n  
the course of time they alnlost universally becLme 
possessed of considerable property-enough to 
nlalce them iudependeut. 

It may be asked, if  the early Cover~a~l te r  set- 

* Haywood says that in 1768, 1769, 1770, all mercantile trade 
in North Carolina waa in the hands of Scotch merchants, who 
lived in great style. The members of the Council were 
chiefly Scotch, and the members of the Assembly also. New 
edition, 50, 51. 

tlers were geuellally 80 well educated, why so 
many of their descendants in the Souther11 Statee 
are to-day illiterate. Several answern can be given 
to this question. 

1. Poplilatiol~ in the Southern Co lo~ i i e~ ,  before the 
-Revolution, and in the States for a loug time aft- 

erward, was so greatly scattered and dieused over 
that  great territory, tha t  a ge~ieral  system of com- 
rno11 schools WiLS well nigh impracticable. There 
was and there could be no concentration of effort 
and of meaus for t h i ~  purpose. Unfortunately, as  
I suggest elsewhere, the  township p r i ~ ~ c i p l e  of 
local self-government, one of the rnain sources 
of the growth and g1oi.y of New Engluud, was 
never introduced into the South. The  result was 
tha t  in the courAe of time, common education in 
remote clistricts was from necessity neglected, and 
the grandchildre11 of these educated Cover~anters 
often grew up in con~parative ignorance. 

2. The  Southern States, with illconsiderable ex -  
ceptions in a few of them-those admitted into 
the Union since the adoytioi~ of the Federal Con- 
stitution-have derived no benefit froru the provi- 
sion made by Conpress for the support of common 
schools, which set a ~ i d e  for this purpose every 
sixteenth section of the public lands, and by a 
later act gave an additional section. The  reason 
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is obvious: When that law went into eEect, there 
were no publie lands in the older Southerri States, 
and therefore the l l ~ w  had no force in them. These 
States had patrioticully, but most nn\visely and ill- 
considerately, for tlien~selves, surrer~dered to the 
Nation, for the cot~imori good, all the tel*ritory be- . 
longing to them respectively, without reserving 
any part of it for the education of their own chil- 
dren. Virginia gave up a priticely domain in the 
North-west, making no provisioll for the educatioi~ 
of her owti people. The resrilt has been, the chil- 
dren of that State, fro111 generatior1 to generation, 
have grown up in ignorance, while in the North- 
western States a splendid systeri~ of edrlcation has 
been built up, four~ded on the land grant of Con- 
gress, originally the bour~ty of Virginia. 

3. Slaver,y, if not positively unfriendly, never 
gave the cause of general education a cordial sup- 
port. Perhaps this was beoarlse it was thought 
that a large ed~cat~ed,  reading, th i~iking popula- 
tion of non-slaveholdere was neither safe nor de- 
sirable in the n~ ids t  of a slave population. I'er- 
haps, also, the large slaveholders who had to pay 
for the education of their own .children any way, 
generally having to send them away from home 
for that purpose, were nrlwilling to  be taxed to 

pay for the education of the childre11 of the others 
who had nothing. 

While the influelice of the Cavalier has always 
been, and justly, too, very considerable iu the , 
South, owing to the prestige of a great name and 
splendid virtues, it is indispritable and undeniably 
evident that a much larger race, with equal natu- 
ral capacity, with higher culture as a rule, and 
with greater enterprise atltl energy, scattered 
through all the Southern States, and with marked 
infltieuce in niost of them, could t ~ o t  have been 
overshadowed by the smaller one, corlfil~ed mainly 
to one State. The mere statement of the proposi- 
tion, without elaboration, is suecient  to dernon- 
strate its correctness. The larger and the greater 
race has not been lost in the snialler one. Beither 
Cavalier ideas, nor thoughts, as has been generally 
assunled, have given form and shape and color to 
the institutions, the policies and the public opinion 
of the South. I t  has been the ideas and thoughts 
and the genius of that greater and more liunlerous 
people, the Covenanters, that have accomplished 
this. So quiet and earliest have they bee11 in ef- 

/ 

fecting this noble work and mission, that  the world 
had allnoat forgotteri until recently that'there was 
such a people. Even their deseendants, in very 
many cases educated persons, too, seem to have 



bee11 ignorant of their own origin. The  Covenant- 
ere have a hietory, but  no historian. T o  obtai l~ 

any detinile knowledge of thie remarkable people, 
i t  has beell necessary to put  together fragments 
and scrapa of history gathered from s multitude of 
sources.* 

The  historians of the coulitry have been a ln~os t  
silent c o l ~ c e r l l i ~ ~ g  them. Bancroft in his first edi- 
tions gave only partial i~ fo rma t ion  trbout them. 
Haywood and Rarnsey, the early hietorians of 
Tennessee-though the lutter was honorably de- 
scended from a distingllished Coveo:tnter ances- 
try, and was proud of the fact, and though nearly 
all of our  populatiou were of this blood, ailrl the 

"About 1878, 1 undertook the preparation of a lecture on 
the Scotch-Irish in East Tennessee, and, to my surpriee, I could 
fiud in American histories only slight references to this people. 
There was no full, connected account of them to be found any- 
where. While I was thus engaged, the little volume by the 
Rev. J. T. Craighead, D.D., entitled "Scotch and Irish Seeds in 
American Soil," made its appearance. Ten years later, the 
" Scotch-Irish Society of America" was organized in Tennes- 
see, and it has published eight volumes of addresses from 
prominent men all over the country, containing vrrluable uia- 
terial for the future historian. Recently, too, Douglas :Camp- 
bell, in his valuable book, '' The Puritan in Holland, England, 
and America," has devoted one chapter to the Scotch-Irish in 
America. I t  is t o  be hoped that he will take up this subject 
in a eeparate work. 

mol~uments of their deeds a l ~ d  of their courage 
could be seen every-where-are as silent about 
them as if no such people ever existed. 

I t  is surprising, indeed amazing, how little credit 
the Covenanters have received for their great 
work in this cou i~ t ry ;  how historians and public 
speakers alike have overlooked and igiiored them, 
and how, until recently, they had passed out .  of 
the public mind, and werc ~ I I O W L I  011ly by tradi- 
tion as a people that  ouce existed, but which had 
been lost in the course of time. By  niariy persons 
they have been confounded with the native Irish- 
m e n l a  ma'jority of whom were uneducated and 
of a totally different religious faith-who have 
poured in such numbers upon our shores dnring 
the last sixty or  seventy years. 

One reason, perhaps the main reason, why so 
little is knowti of the Covenanters, why they have 
received so little credit for their work, is that  
they were scattered over the whole cou~i t ry  from 
Mailie t o  Georgia. They settled no colony ex- 
clusively, a i d  founded no State, as the Puritans 
and the Cavaliers did. They were in the absolute, 
the undisputed cor~trol of none. I n  each of the 
Colonies, if they were not in a mitlority, they- 
collld only work in co-operation with or in subor- 
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dination to the older people whom they found on 
their arrival. Thus environed, there was no op- 
portunity for the nialiifcstation of that individual- 
ity, for those high evidences of greatrless which 
have distinguished this people in every part of the 
world. The nearest exception, perhaps, to the 
truth of the above itaternent is found in thc later 
hietory of the Colonies of New Jersey aud I'enti- 
sylvania, atid in the States of Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky. And yet, neither of these was distinctively 
of Covenanter, as Massachusetts and Connecticut 
were of Puritan, and as Virgiliia was of Cavalier 
origin. 

A t  the eighty-ninth annual dinner of the Pil- 
grim Fathers in New York, December 25, 1894, 
where as usnal all the talk and all the eloquence 
mere expended in praise of the Puritans and the 
Cavaliers, the gifted Henry Watterson (when his 
time to speak can~e), after speakilig at some length 
of these races, said : 

"Each was good enough and bad enough, in its 
way, while they laated; each in its turn filled the 
English-speaking worltl with morlrnillg ; and each, 
if either could have resisted the infection of the 
soil and climate they found here, would be to-day 
striving at thesword's poitit to square life by the 

iron rille of thecicracy, or to rou~id it by the dizzy 
whirl of :r petticoat," , . . 

"If  you wish to get qt the bottom facts, I don' t  
mind telling yon-in confidence-that it was we 
Scotch-Irish who vanquished both of you-some 
of us in peacc, others of us in war-snpplyiug the 
rnissing Iiulc of adaptability, the rieeded ingredient 
of common sense, the collservative principle of 
creed and action, to which this generation of 
Americat~s owes its intellectual and rnoral eman- 
cipation from frivolity and pharisaisnl, its rescue 
from the Scarlet Woman and the mailed hand, and 

t 
its crystalliz~tioll ill to a ~iational character and - 
polity, ruling by force of brains and not by force 
of arn1s." 

While Puritan Massachnsetts was still over- 
shadowed by the gloom of a tlnrrow and cruel 
fa~iaticism, and Cavalier Virginia was still held in 
the iron grasp of an effete caste and lingering 
bigotry, the Covenantere were every-where from 
their pulpits and in their schools, quietly bnt ef- 
fectively sowing the seed of toleration and of 
political and religious emancipation, and blazing 
ont the pathway of the ICevolution. They sounded 
the first notes of the war, and helped to fight its 
battles. When peace again came, they fixed the 
unfading impress of their advanced ideas and 



strong characters 011 the institutions and oil the 
life a i ~ d  the thought of the larger part of the 
country. 

I t  was the people of Covenanter blood wtlo 
made the Southern States. Whatever these Sthtcs 
and the people of these Stsates may be, whatever 
of good o r  evil there may be, in religion, in edu- 
cation, in science, iu art, in invention, in literature, 
i n  thought, i11 oratory, in statesmanship, or political 
economy, whatever heroism a i ~ d  glory in war there 
may be, these are all rnai~lly due to the Cove- 
nanters. I will not enter illto a criticism of the 
political methods and political theories of these 
peoples, but  it must be strikingly manifest to all 
candid minds that they have gloriously maiiitairiecl 
their theories and opiuionfi, both in the forum of 
debate and on the field of blood, with a skill, 
a daring, an ability and prowess never excelled. 
I would not withhold from the  Cavalier just 
praise for the uhare he has had in n~olding the 
political a ~ l d  suuial iustitutio~is of the South, but  
must deny that he is entitled to the chief credit, 
or  even to an equal credit with the Corenaiiter in 
11 hat  has beer] done. 

Tholigh l~istory has not recorded the work of 
this people, the evide~~ces  of their deeds still re- 
main. They have builded monuments, bllt put no 

inscription thereon to tell who the builders were. 
Ttleg left monuments i n  the nssertioll and estab- 

lishment of religious libe~lty; in first declaring 
for the Independence of the Colonies; for their 
share in the battles R I I ~  the victories of the Bevo- 
lution; in  the large share they hnd in the framing 
of the Co~istitution of the U ~ ~ i t e d  States, and in 
giving form to the n a t i o ~ ~ a l  government; in or- 
g a ~ ~ i z i n g  states ant1 s t a n ~ p i ~ ~ g  the poliuie~ thereof 
with their own peculiar impress; in four~rlir~g and 
bui l r l i~~p invtitiitio~~s of learuing, and i n  maiutain- 
ing every-where their lofty and pure principles of 
r e l ig io~~ ,  morality, justice and honor, which con- 
~ t i t u t e  the true glory of any people. 

I f  great names itre t l ~ e  evidences of a great 
race, surely no people of,modern times has sur- 
passed the Covenanters, though too nlodest to 
write their own history. I name only a few: 
Alexander 1Iamiltoi1, Patrick I!teury, Thomns 
Jefferson, James Witherspoon, the Livingstons, 
the Clintons, Jarrles Monroe, Andrew Jackson, 
cJan~es K. Polk, Juhn Bell, Hugh Lawson White, 
Ran1 IIouston, the Rutledges, the P i c k ~ ~ e y s ,  
John C. Calhoun, W. C. Preston, the Breckin- - 
I-idges, Zachary Taylor, James Buchanan, Stephen 
-4. Douglas, Andrew Johnson, U. 5. Grant, 
Chester A,. Arthur, Kutherfortl 73. IIajes, Gen- 
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erals Knox, Uontgoqery, Stark, Sul l iva~~,  Morgan, 
Howard, Son~ter ,  Moultrie, Reed, Stnart, Martin, 
Wayae, Armstrong, Mercer, Marion, Ruttierford, 
'Georgc Qraham, Joseph Graham, Irwine, David- 
SOII ,  Picltens, St. Clair, Lewis, Porter, Nash and 
George Kogera Clarke. Take six of these names, 

Han~ilton, Jefferson, Henry, Cnlhoun, Jackson a ~ i d  
Grant, and it would be impossible to firrd in our 
own annals, or in the a111ials of any other nation, 
i n  any one c_entury of time, six grander names. 
- Wendell Phillips said: " Races are  tried i n  two 
ways, first, by the great men they produce; 
secondly, by t11e average merit of tho mass of the 
race." 

Surely the race n~ilst be a rcmarkpble one that 
-could produce so marly en~iuent meu. 

I have thus far bee11 speaking chiefly of the 
Cove~~anters in the South. I have shown that it 

has been their ideas and their acts principally, and 
not those of the Cavaliers, which have dominated 
and controlled that region, a ~ ~ d  molded and given 
form to its institutions. Their influence, however, 
has not been limited to the South. Their sons 
and daughters have gone out to the North-west 
and hare spread all over that vast region, eve11 to 
the far-off shores of the Pacific. Whenever a new 
State or territory was opeued to settlement anlong 

the first to enter i t  have beer1 the descendants of 
the Covenauters, vieing with the Puritans ill the 
eager race of life and in planting civilization in the 
wilderness. 

The Southern C o v e ~ ~ a ~ ~ t e r s  formed only a part, 
though the larger part, of that  people which came 

to the . Colonies. Pennsylvania, Delaware, New 
Jersey, New P o r k  and New England, as we have 
seen, all had a sharc of the influx of the Cove- 

nanters in the eightcenth century. They spread 
westward with the great stream of settlers who 

filled that vast region. They, too, have had a part 
in the glory of the n~arvelous development and 
growth of the West. The Covenanter has not 
been 16st there in the Puritan, nor absorbed by 
him. They have retained every-where their 
marked individuality. I n  every State and ter- 
ritory, they can be found to-day, the equals of the 
Puritan in all the essentials of manhood, and fully 
as advanced in culture and civilization, arid in all 
the arts of peace and refinemeut. 

I u  the entire framework of Southern society 
and Sonthern ideas, the characteristics of the 

Covenanters appear. Time and association alld 
affiliation with other races, especially with Cava- 
liers and Huguel~ots, have modified to some extent 

hi6 original traits. But there ruhs .through South- 
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ern life a marlifest undertone of Covenanter 
thought. The steadfastness of purpose, partic- 

' ularly in reference to all questiol~s of religious 
filith a ~ ~ d  ~ract ice ,  is a remarkable illustratioll of 
the well-grou~rded cllaracter of this stock. Tllie 
Bct  stands out as one of the marked distinguish- 
ing peculiarities of the Southern people. They 
believe and worship as their forefathers did. 
They preach the same faith that was preachcd one 
hui~dred yeare ago, only with less of the terrors of 
the law. I refer to those who are of the Calvinistic 

- 

faith. Many have gone into other chnrches, and , 

in the course of more than a century, the Cove- 
nanter blood has been largely i t~ter~ningled with 
that of other sects. But  tlie faith and the practice 
of those who still adhere to the grand old church 
remain ~nbstantially as in colonial days. The 
strictness of former ideas aloue has yielded to 
greater liberality. 011 all the vital moral questio~ls 
of the time, the lot'ty standard of _the old Cove- 
nan ters, slightly relaxed, is maintained to-day. 

There is a high conservatism in religious t l~ought  
in the South which is remarkable. I t  is found 
orlly ill that  quarter. No new theories, no new 
creeds, no new religions ~ n a b e  any headway. 
They soon perish and die out. Infidelity, agnosti- 
cism, spiritualiem, universalism, and the infinite 
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number of new theories prevalent in New England, 
find no home in the South. The extreme austerity 
orf' the early Covena~lter may possibly still cast 
its gloom over their descendants; Be that  as it  

!nay, they are nnqnestionably a thoughtful, seri- 
ous, conscient,ious people. There is, as a generul 
rnle, but little of the light-hearted nlerritiess, the 
sparltling gayety of the frolicksome Cavalier of 
Old Virginia, or of Old England about them. The 
nien are e a r ~ ~ e s t ,  ambitious of fame and power, 
fond of home, knightly toward women, and jealous 
of their honor. 

The women are modest, graceful anci lovely. 
They shrir~lr from notoriety, a r ~ d  have no desire 
for the applause of the rostrum, or the lecture plat- 
form, or  to mingle in the exciting scenes of a ward 
election, or to propagate new religions. They are 
coutet~t  to be. as their mothers were : virtuous, 
gentle, tlie guides of the fatnily, the couuselors of 
their husbands, the orr~aments of society; adorning 
the home, and reigning supreme in it  with quecnly 
grace, filling the atmosphere around them with the  

' 

sweet fragrance of love. 
Nowhere in tbc world is p~lblic sentiment more 

exaetii~g as to ethical and religious observances 
and practices. I t  demauds propriety of conduct, 
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honorable deportment, and purity of life. Things 
sacred-hame, religion, the Sabbath? and the 
church-must be treated with the most reverent 
respect. Herein appears the spirit of tlie pious 
old Covetianters. Some things are deemed too 
high even for the State to touch. They are placed 
beyond its reach, and are excepted out of the  
powers of government. T l ~ e  perfect freedom of 
religion from the first was guaranteed against all 
human power. This was largely the work of the 
Covenanter. While the legislnture of Virgioia, as 
already shown, was struggling with the old bigotry 
of the State, abolishing tithes arid an established 
church, imposed upon the people by the early 
Cavaliers, the Covenanters both in that State alld 
in New York, were demanding, and successf~illy, 
too, nn absolute divorce of Church and State. 
This was the yoke which had galled them. This 
i t  was which caused then1 to quit their peaceful 
homes in Ireland, and to seek the wildertiess, 
where they might found a free church. Never 
did meti come with higher, purer, nobler purposes. 
And never did men consecrate. themselves to their 
great work with more heroic or with sublimer 
courage. I t  sonletikes seems to be forgotten that 
the Covenanters, quite as much as the Puritans 

and the Pilgrims, fled to this land to escape yerse- 
b cution. And it is true of them, as it is not of the 

Puritans, however it may be of the Pilgrims, that 

"They left unstained what there they found, 
.Freedom to worship God." 


